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PRIME MINISTER - PREMIER MINISTRE

Message from the Prime Minister d Canada

It is with gred pleaure that | join eweryore, this
Janugy 23"-31, for Mudim Awareness Week

(MAW).

The wee is an oppottnity forpeopé d all
backgroundsand bdiefs to cometogethe and
bemmebetteracquantedwith Quebeersof Mudim
faith. It isatimeto lean about he may
commondties between aur vaiouscommunitis, &
wel asto undertand ad cdebrateour differenes.

Mudim communitis male Ganadastronger, more

open,and moe properousBy buildingbridges between Canadians of all
backgroundsand faiths we will keepfinding $rengh in ourdivesity and
continuemovingforward, togethe.

I would like to thankthe organizersfor their hard work in makng this week
possble, and everyore who cane out to paitipatein the vaiousevents

Please a&eept my bat wishes br asucess$ul and memordle MAW, 20

Ottawna
2020
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MUSLIM AWARENESS WEEK

I A Week to Get to Know Each Other!

s s m We are pleased to announce that Muslim Awareness V
celebrated its second edition this year. During the weel
January 25 to January 31, 2020, several commu
organizations, public and papablic institutions, various center
of worship, government dulies, elected officials as well &
businesses joined us, ensuring great success forséaisnd

happeningf Muslim Awareness Week.

Muslim Awareness Week was triggered by the murder
attack that occurred at the Islamic Cultural Center of Quebe
Januay 29, 2017.Unfortunately, despite an initial outpour ¢
public support, intolerance in Quebec towards Muslim citiz
has beergoing in a crescenddhriving in a global context of
Islamophobia, superficial political debates, and abus
comments on soal media.

To counter this unhealthy and dangerous atmosphere
have assumed our role as citizens to open communici
channeldor dialogue, to get to know each otheorderto break
down stereotypes armbunterprejudices.

We present this report not onlyo show the work
accomplished, but alstw introduce our tearso hopefullyyou
wouldjoin us for our third edition in 2021.

We could not haveaccomplishedhis project without the
support of several stakeholders. We singesgdpreciate their
support and their contribution to our missiowe would
especially like to thank the Canadian Government for finan
supportthroughCanae Heritage Without their grant, we coulc
not have achieved our objectives.

Our thanks also go tthe City of Montreal, represented t
Councilor Ms. Magda PopeanGijty Councilor, VicePresident
of the Executive Committee, Responsiblefor Culture and
Montreal Diversityat Projet Montréal, who supported us ar
hosted the launching eve®pecial thanks to all elected officia
from the three levels of government who believed in MAW ¢
supported us in 2019 and 2020ur warmest thanks gm our
volunteers who have worked tirelessy with
exemplarydedication We express our gratitude to Morin Publ
Relations, who helped us gain media visibility, hence allon
us to spread our message throughout Quebec.

Finally, hearty thankto our partners, without whom, w

could not havelone the large number of activities: open hous
round tables, conferences, workshops, etc. we held.




Muslim Awareness Weel 2"d Edition / January 2020

WHY DO
WE NEED

MAW?

On Sunday, January 29, 2017, a massacre occurred at the Cultural Center Islamic of
leaving behind six dead men, and many wounded among them a lifelong disabled man, ei
orphans, and six widows. It reminded us of the Polytechnique MassacB8®fTvo tragic acts
motivated by hatred, one towards women, and the other towards MuSlimigonday January 3C
2017, Quebecers, of all origins, ages, genders, sexual orientations; religious beliefs, or none
in glacial temperatures, to exprebsit sympathyUnfortunately, this spontaneous surge of solida
did not take long to crumble like a sandcastle on a shore when hit by waves.

At election times, at all levels of government, we always witness with dissirgeof simplistic
and il-founded speeches, directed against Muslims, whether it is on sfaded/oting, secularism o
the state, or religious symbolEhis leads to superficial debates, which, invariably, generateal
waveof intoleranceamplifiedby hateful commentspread through social med#o, as professionals
activists, parents, field workers, or ordinary citizens, we find ourselves facing existential quest
We are aware thaiot all of our fellow citizens are Islamophobldowever, somare.

Why this hated? What have we done, as Muslim citizens, to deserve it? What should be (
counter it or at least mitigate it? How can we protect our children and ourselves? How can w
living without the fear of being killed for practicing our religiowhat should we do to better reac
out to the other, and for others to reach out to us? Living in a welcoming land like Canada and
means thriving in a pluralistic society thmatdes itself foits values of inclusion, respect and kindne
towards the otér.

We must not only aspire to live together, but we must work hand in hand to build together a
free from malice, rejection, and hatred. From there emerged the itlbastin Awareness Weekn
fact, our vision is that every Quebeatould feel hishe isa full-fledged citizenyegardless ofheir
belief, origin, skin color, mother tongue, or any other identity maNkr.set ourselves a goal ¢
building bridges so that everyone could learn more about who we are as Quebec citizens with
aspirations and concerns as everyone ¥&ewant our fellow citizens to discover our contributic
and our multiple societal achievements.

To do this, we explored different avenues to build these bridges. We then set our mission to
this goal throgh an annual Muslim Awareness Week to mitigate the prejudices and stere
directed at our communities, through knowledge and exchange
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We are a group ofolunteers united by our common aspirations and concerns regarding our pla
role in society. We came to Quebec, settled in Montreal, raised families, and participated
political, social, and economic life. Some of us are older, some refd@ue of us are younger an
starting their professional lives. We are all anchored in our communities and have a strong trac
of civic engagement. Members of our core organizing committee are (in alphabetical order):

Samaa Elibyari, Communityrganizey Spokesperson;

Salam EIMousawi, Computer Scientigtounding MemberTreasurer

Dr. Bashar EISolh, Famili?hysician Founding Member;

Hassan Guillet, Engineebpokesperson;

Samira Laouni, Ph. D. Economi¢sunding MemberSpokesperson;

Ehab Lotayef, IT ManageFounding MemberCoordinator and Spokespenso

Aouatif Zebiri, Human Rights ActivisitndDeveloper;

Andwith usFarah YachouasAdministrative AssistardndSocial Mediaadministrator
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OUR

MISSION

The best way taounter the stereotypes, reject the sweeping generalizations and dispel the r
by reaching outNow in its second edition, Muslim Awareness Week is about reaching out t
general publicextendingour hands to the different communities thiatm the fabric of our diverse
society.

It is about opening a window into our lives and showing the aduttensional components of th
Muslim community. It is about sharing our dreams, informing the general public abou
contributions to society and iing our concerns. Encouraginthers to get to know us, as we are, |
as what we are perceived tolb#attened to one dimensioNjuslims

We believe that together we can wield positive change and help communities stop fearing th
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OUR

PARTNERS

i
| ceNtre

| JUS[iCQe@

Listed here are all organizations and grou
who supported MAW over itgvo editionsby
organizing an event, participating in an eve
recommendingspeakers, offering resource
publicizing MAW and its activities or helped
any wayAll kinds of support we received we
greatly appreciated.

Adath Synagogue

Ahlilbait Islamic Organization

Al Ansar Mosque

Al Madina Mosque

Al Rawdah Mosque

Al Salam Mosque

Al Ummah Al Islamiah Mosque
Arrondissement de Pierrefonds
Association Défilles etdesailes(bottom photo)
Baitul Mukarram Mosque

Bridges Association

Canadian Council of Muslim Women (CCMW) Montreal
Canadian Muslim Alliance

Canadian Muslim Forum

Centre Communautaire Musulman de Montréal (CCMM)
Centre Culturel Islamigue de Québec (CCIQ)

Centre Culturel Musulman de Brossard (CCMB)

Centre justice et fdicop photo)

Christ Church Cathedral

Centre de pvention contre la radicalisation menant a la violei@RMV)
Centre de recherchieaction sur les relations raciales (CRARR)
Cinema Politicgimiddle photo)

Citi zenModemet ght s

Concordia Student Uni¢g@SU)

Concordia Political Science Student Association (PSSR)
Conseil des Imams du @oec

Dorval mosque

Islamic Cultural Centre of Brossard

Islamic Relief Canada

Fédération des canadiens musulmans
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Fondation Canad®alestinienne du QuébECPFQ)

Fondation Charitable Imam Hussain

Fondation Internationale Azzahraa

Justice Femme

La Fondation Islamique Charitable Alkhoee

International Community Action Network (ICANpottom photo)
Iranian Islamic Centre

Iragi Community Centre (ICC)

Loaded Pictures

Mahroussé Patisserie

Makka Al Mukkarama Mosque

McGill Department oReligious Studies

McGill Islamic Studies Instituté€op photo right)

McGill Muslim Law Student Association

McGill Office of Religious and Spiritual Life

McGill Racialized and Ethnic Persons Subcommittee

McGill Student Society

Montreal City Mission

Muslim Association of Canada (MAC) Montreiabnd West Island
National Council of Canadian Muslims (NCCM)

Nour Al Islam Mosque

Org. Communication, ouverture et rapprochem@O.R.)(middlephoto)
Peace Network for Social Harmony

Silk Road Institute

St. James United Church

Unitarian Church of Montreal

UQAM, Association facultaire étudiante de science politiejueroit(AFESPED)
Temple EmantEl-Beth Sholomtop photolefi)

Teesri Duniya Theatre
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OUR
EVENTS

Semaine de la

(¢ sensibilisation Musulmane

Thursday January 23, 2020

T

Opening ceremony Hotel de Ville de Montreal

Saturday January 25, 2020

1
1
1

T

Mosque open doorsAl Ansar Mosquel.aval
Reception,Let us have a cup of teRatisserie Mahrousseé

Interfaith conference and book exhibit,Lesmusulmans au Québec entre stigmatisation ¢
intégration Pierrefonds Library

Interfaith dialogue, Common Challenges facing Jews and Muslikdath Synagogu&op
photo)

Sunday January 26, 2020

T

T

=

Conference and receptionL es cri mes et | es incidents
font, Centre Culturel Islamique de Quék{€uébec)

I nterfaith dialogue, The gifts and the challenges of living in a pluralistic sociéty;st
Church Cathedral

Interfaith conference, Jesus in IslamSt James United Church
Round table, A Conversation about HealingnitarianChurch of Montreal
Mosque Open Doors

Al-Madina Center, Downtown Montreal

Al-Salam Mosque, Downtown Montreal

Baitul Mukarram Mosque, Montreal Cote des Neiges

Dorval Turkish Mosque, Dorval

Makkah AFMukkaramah Mosque, Pierrefonds

Masijid Ahlilbait, Montreal Cote des Neiges

Nour Al-Islam MosqueMontreal Nord




Monday January 27, 2020

1 Documentary screening and panel discussion, The Mosque, Concordia University
1 Fundraising for families of the victims, Concordia University

1 Panel, The challenges Muslim Canadians are facing in the context of the Canadian dive
Canadian Palestinian Foundation of Quebec

Tuesday January 28, 2020

1 Conference,Muslim women community role & social safety net worksh@pncordia
University

1 Panel and reception Prévenir les actes haineux dans le contexte québécois : une néces
un effort collectif Centre de prévention de la radicalisation menanw#lance, Place
Dupuis

1 PanellLe Qu ®b e c fCenmtre JusticeletG-di$t bhatm ,

Wednesday January 29, 2020

A day of remembrance for the tragic events of Jan 29 2017, at the Centre Culturel Isldenique
Québec, where 6 Muslim worshipers were gunned down, Ibrahima Barry, Mamadou Tanou Be
Khaled Belkacemi, AbdelKrim Hassane, Azzedine Soufiane and Aboubaker Thabti. Nineteen
injured, among them Aymen Derbali left paralyzed for Gfar sympathyoes to the families and th
survivors.

Commemoration, Hotel de Ville de Montréal

Commemoration, Centre Culturel Islamique de Québec, Québec

Commemoration and Vigil, McGill University

ConferenceL 6 attent at ~ | a gr 201@ discous segchr@igueuree
discours populiste3JQAM

Documentary screening and open mikd,a MosquéeCineplex Quartier Latin

Fundraiser for the families of the victims,Cineplex Quartier Latin

Interfaith remembrance ceremony,Honouringall victims of hate, A reminder of the past
and a look at the presefoncordia University

1 Vigil, Place Pasteur, Quartier Latin

=4 =4 -4 2
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Thursday January 30, 2020

1 Paneldiscussion,HumanRights in IslamMcGill University

1 Round Table,Malcom X, Black, Muslim, RevolutionargdcGill University (bottom left
photg

1 Documentary screening and discussio,he MosqueFaculty of Law, McGill University

Friday January 31, 2020

1 Conference,lslamophobiaas RacisrA Cr i t i c al Phenomenol ocg
Racialization Jnstitute of Islamic StudieMcGill University (bottom right photo)

1 Funding event,Muslim Association of Canad®MAC, Ville SaintLaurent

1 Mosque Open doorsAl-Rawda Mosque, Ville Sairdtaurent(top right photg

1 Shabbat specialMuslim Awareness WeeK emple Emaniel-Beth Sholom, Westmount

Sunday February 2nd, 2020

1 Socio/cultural exchangeles incidents haineuilontreal.(top left photo)
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